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NGO STATEMENT 
to UNECE High-Level Meeting of Environment and Education Ministries

adopted by the NGO Preparatory Meeting
Vilnius, 17 March 2005

We, the participants of the NGO Preparatory Meeting to UNECE High-Level Meeting of Environment and Education Ministries, gathered in Vilnius, Lithuania, 16-17 March 2005, representing 28 non-governmental organisations of the UNECE region agreed on the following Statement.

We welcome the Draft UNECE Strategy for ESD and call upon governments to adopt it at this High Level meeting.

We recognise that the Strategy is a very important contribution of the UNECE region to the UN Decade on ESD.

We appreciate the many strengths of the Strategy including the recognition that learning is central to the sustainable development process and that ESD addresses a diverse and integrated spectrum of human development issues within formal, non-formal and informal education.

We acknowledge the inclusiveness of the Strategy development process and applaud the provisions for NGO participation in the implementation of ESD. 

We call upon Governments to ensure that this Strategy is implemented in ALL fifty-five UNECE Member States. It is equally relevant to highly developed economies, economies in transition and those facing significant economic, environmental and social problems. 

We urge governments to strengthen and reinforce the current Draft Implementation Framework and to be courageous in tackling the many reforms demanded by this reorientation of education. 

We therefore call for the following actions to be taken: 

At the international level:
· support the establishment of the UNECE Steering Committee on ESD and ensure NGO representation on the Committee as Permanent Observers
· integrate the UNECE Strategy for ESD  into other multilateral processes 
· reaffirm the commitment to the Strategy implementation at the next Ministerial Conference on the Bologna process in Bergen, May 2005, to foster ESD incorporation in higher education 
· include ESD provisions in all Multilateral Environmental Agreements
· establish the monitoring and reporting processes of Strategy implementation and start work on ESD indicators as soon as possible

· include ESD indicators in all UN statistics (UNESCO, UNDP, etc.)

· strengthen co-ordination between inter-governmental organisations, international organisations, NGOs and other institutions with the aim of raising the effectiveness of our work and avoiding duplication of effort
· produce guidelines for developing national implementation plans on ESD
· in order to accelerate learning from good practices, focus on the analysis of practices, on their success and failures and not simply on the collection of examples

At national level:

· ensure that support for the national action plan on ESD is secured by a political commitment  at the highest level of government in each country
· ensure that the national ESD focal point reflects the inter-disciplinary and cross-sectoral nature of ESD and works in close co​-operation with national SD bodies 
· raise the profile of ESD within all forms of education
· integrate ESD into national educational standards and develop a critical mass of trained educators
· reflect the perspective of sustainability within the learning programmes, estate management and community interactions of educational institutions at all levels and support projects to assist institutions to do this
· encourage the private sector to promote ESD as part of their social corporate responsibility 

· encourage mass media to undertake concrete actions on information dissemination and awareness raising on SD issues

We urge governments to develop effective financial mechanisms and provide adequate resources for the Strategy implementation at all levels. This should include: 

· securing national budgets in support of reforms for ESD implementation
· providing favourable conditions, e.g. fiscal incentives, to encourage the private sector to support ESD as part of their social responsibility programmes 

· calling on international donors and IFIs to prioritise ESD 

For our part, NGOs commit to 

· actively contribute to the Strategy implementation and promotion at all levels
· participate in all structures and working groups in the framework of implementation
· in partnership with the governments and other sectors, further develop mechanisms of better NGO involvement in ESD policy development and implementation processes

· set an example in building relationships across traditional disciplinary and sectoral boundaries and work outside our comfort zones

We strongly urge other regions and countries beyond the UNECE region to accept the Strategy and develop and implement national action plans on ESD.
We would like to express special thanks to the Department of Environment, Food and Rural Affairs of United Kingdom (DEFRA), Ministry of Environment of Sweden, Ministry of Environment, Housing and Spatial Planning of the Netherlands (VROM), Ministry for the Environment and Territory of Italy, Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE), United Nations Economic Commission for Europe for their support in preparation the organization of the NGO Preparatory Conference and participation of NGOs in the UNECE High Level Meeting of Environment and Education Ministries. We also express special thanks to the Ministry of Education and Science of Lithuania for their kind cooperation and support in organising visas for NGO participants. 
