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NGO Statement on Indicators for Monitoring Implementation of the UN ECE Strategy for ESD
During their preparatory meeting at the High Level Meeting at Vilnius, the NGO group convened by European ECO Forum stressed the importance of monitoring progress on implementation.
It was noted that this is an education for SD strategy and not a sustainable development stratgey. The longer-term outcomes should therefore be measured in terms of values, dispositions, skills and knowledge, rather than pre-determined behaviours. Behaviour changes may be relevant to SD per se but may not be a result of learning, they may be a reaction to economic incentives or the threat of penalties. 

We would suggest an open-ended flexible indicator that promotes learning:

Indicator:
The number of groups (classes/community groups/companies/factory teams/government offices/etc.) who have discussed and developed their own set of indicators on sustainable development.

To develop a set of SD indicators demands a thoughtful engagement with sustainability issues. It may call for informational inputs ranging from a basic introduction to sustainability to technical advice from a consultant and possibly the services of an external facilitator.
This indicator on ‘indictor-setting’ allows for multiple, context-specific interpretations of SD. For this reason, a qualitative component is also important; this would check that basic SD principles are addressed by the indicator set. Also, it is not a one-off activity; indicator sets should be reviewed periodically as situations, personnel and scientific knowledge all change over time. Groups may also track their own development in understanding as their indictor set changes over time. 
On the issue of monitoring progress of strategy implementation at national level, we have reviewed Chapter V of the ESD Strategy (Framework for Implementation) and have developed a straightforward checklist: 
Checklist for Strategy Implementation:

1. For para 42: ESD Strategy translated into nationl language within 6 month from adoption   Yes/No;

2.  For para 42:  Focal point for Implementation of te Strategy appointed at Govt Institution level within 6 mon from adoption   Yes/No;

3. For para 47: National Platform for ESD agreed either between MoE and MoEduc or Government level within one year from the adoption of the Strategy  Yes/No;

4. For para 48: National ESD Strategys and/or adopted at Government level within 2 years from adoption of the Strategy,  Yes/No;

6. For para 50: SD included into National primary and secondary school curriculas as cross-curricula subject within two years from adoption of the Strategy,  Yes/No;

7. For para 51: Share of the allocation of the state budget for NGO-s and other informal educators ,  % from formal educational budget;

8. For para 52: ESD efforts effectiveness towards private sector and level of awareness on SD among business sector can be measured with their active participaqtion and implementation of CSR principles,  number of CSR reports published by enterprises per year;

9. For para 53: involvement of ESD  on vocational training can be measured with nr of trainings and number ov training  suppliers, number of SD vocational training suppliers and number of trained people;

10. For para 53: involvement of mass-media in ESD can be measured by broadcasting time of SD related issues in nationally broadcasted TV-s ,  minutes per week of broadcasted time of SD issues;

11. For para 55: level of educational staff involvement in ESD can be measured by no of teachers passing specialized additional education courses, number of trained teacehrs;

12. For para 58: number of research institutions designated for R&D on ESD or SD;

13. For para 60: National indicators set developed and applied for measuring the progress in implementing national ESD strategies and action plans, Yes/No;

14. For para 62. Cooepration effort on ESD can be measured by number of bilateral agreements signed for cooperation on ESD an/or by amount of ressources allocated for bilateral cooperation on ESD.
Other suggestions for indicators from the NGO group included:
· Existence of a national action plan, resource and training centre, legal framework, commissions or national committees

· Number of publications about SD, (handbooks, guidelines, audiovisual materials, posters, etc.)

· Quantity/quality of mass media programmes

· Number of educational institutions involved in this process including those beyond formal provision such as summer schools

· Inclusion of SD issues in quality assurance systems for all agencies, training for officials and local authorities, etc.
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